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To  the  Hale  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

In  presenting  my  Report  on  the  Vital  Statistics  and  Public 
Health  of  Hale,  during  the  year  1904,  I would  remind  you  that 
the  figures  upon  which  the  Birth  and  Death  Statistics  are  based 
are  those  supplied  in  the  Returns  of  the  Registrar  of  Births  and 
Deaths,  who  of  course  is  responsible  for  their  accuracy.  This 
being  understood,  I submit  for  your  consideration  and  acceptance 
the  statistics  for  the  past  year  from  which  you  will  gather  that 
the  exceptionally  satisfactory  returns  of  1903  have  not  quite  been 
maintained  during  1904,  though  the  falling  away  is  merely  frac- 
tional. 


The  births  and  birth-rate  are  lower  while  all  other  returns 
are  somewhat  higher. 

A consideration  of  the  Tables  for  1901-2-3-4,  as  shown  in 
Table  I.,  will  afford  an  interesting  comparison. 
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Births — Infantile  Hortality. 

The  Births  registered  during  the  year  have  not  kept  pace 
proportionately  with  the  population.  The  numbers  are : Males  53 ; 
Females  61  ; total  1 14  ; or  a decrease  of  ten  during  the  year  under 
review  upon  those  of  1903.  The  Birth-rate  of  18*000  per  1000 
inhabitants  is  the  lowest  yet  recorded  by  me,  calculated  as  it  is 
upon  an  estimated  population,  at  the  middle  of  the  year  1904,  of 
6333.  In  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  the  Birth-rate  for  1903 
was  28*4  per  1000  of  the  population,  which  is  0*2  per  1000  below 
the  rate  for  1902,  and  lower  than  the  rate  in  any  year  on  record. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Death-rate  shows  a regression 
from  the  two  preceding  years  though  happily  to  a comparatively 
small  extent  only.  The  number  of  deaths  which  have  occurred 
in  the  first  year  of  child-life,  during  1904,  were  the  same  as  in  the 
previous  year,  viz  : 8,  but  owing  to  the  lesser  number  of  births 
the  percentage  is  greater  than  in  1903.  They  were  due  to  acute 
bronchitis,  two ; enteritis,  two  ; marasmus,  two  ; whooping-cough 
and  broncho-pneumonia,  one  each. 

The  resultant  Infantile  Mortality  Death-rate  is  70*175  per 
1000  births  registered  per  annum.  This  does  not  compare  favour- 
ably with  the  two  immediately  preceding  years  and  it  is  to  be 
observed  that  the  rise  occurs  from  the  end  of  1902 — still  in  com- 
parison with  the  140*514  of  1900  and  72*289  of  1901  it  is  not  un- 
satisfactory. The  proportion  during  [903  in  the  whole  of  Eng- 
land and  Wales  was  132  per  1000  births. 


Deaths  at  all  Ages. 

The  deaths  registered  as  having  actually  occurred  within 
the  district,  at  all  ages  and  from 'all  causes,  during  the  past  year, 
number  44  and  comprise  Males  19,  Females  25.  Of  these  8 
occurred  during  the  first  year  of  life,  5 betwixt  the  first  and 
fifth  years,  2 betwixt  fwe  and  fifteen,  4 from  fifteen  to  twenty- five, 
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ii  from  twenty-five  to  sixty-five,  and  14  from  sixty-five  onwards. 
Three  deaths  of  people  belonging  to  the  district  took  place  beyond 
it ; 1 at  Knutsford  Workhouse,  1 at  Baguley  Sanatorium,  and  1 at 
Openshaw.  No  deaths  of  non-residents  were  reported  during 
the  year. 

The  net  deaths  at  all  ages  belonging  to  the  district  total  47. 
This  also  is  a regression  from  the  return  of  1903  though  its  degree 
is  trifling.  These  several  returns  will  be  found  classified  in 
Table  IV. 

The  Death-rates  for  the  year  1904,  as  may  be  anticipated, 
do  not  maintain  the  improvement  showm  in  the  previous  three 
returns,  though  the  falling  away  is  only  fractional  and  are  not  un- 
satisfactory in  themselves.  They  are  6^947  for  deaths  at  all  ages 
registered  as  actually  taking  place  within  the  district  and  7^04 
for  deaths  at  all  ages  as  belonging  to  the  district,  both  rates  being 
per  1000  inhabitants  and  calculated  upon  an  estimated  population 
of  6333.  In  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  the  Death-rate  for 
1903  was  i5‘4  per  1000  of  the  population,  which  is  the  lowest 
rate  on  record. 

In  my  Report  for  the  year  1902  I emphasized  the  compar- 
atively low  death-rate  of  io‘8o5  as  being  strongly  commendatory 
of  Hale  : that  being  so  the  rate  for  1904  shows  that  Hale  main- 
tains its  excellence  for  residential  purposes. 


Deaths  from  Phthisis. 

I 

The  deaths  occurring  from  Phthisis  and  other  tubercular 
diseases  number  five  and  is  an  increase  of  three  upon  the  previous 
year,  though  less  by  two  than  the  number  in  1902. 


Zymotic  Death=Rate. 

The  deaths  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  diseases  are : 
Smallpox  o;  Measles  3 ; Scarlet  Fever  1 ; Whooping  Cough  2 ; 
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Diphtheria  (including  Membranous  Croup)  o : Fever  (which  in- 
cludesTyphus,Entericand  other  Continued  Fevers)  o;  Diarrhoea  i ; 
a total  of  seven  deaths  in  the  year.  The  resultant  Zymotic  Death- 
rate  being  i'io5  per  tooo  living — or  nearly  twice  that  of  the 
reduced  rate  for  1003,  which  was  0*678.  Measles  were  chiefly 
the  cause  for  the  increase.  The  Zymotic  Death-rate  for  the  whole 
of  England  and  Wales  during  1903  was  1*46  per  1000  living. 


Infectious  Diseases. 

Of  the  Infectious  Diseases  which  are  compulsorily  notifi- 
able thirty-five  notifications  have  reached  me  during  1904,  a 
reduction  of  one  upon  those  of  last  year.  They  are  classified  as 
shewn  in  Table  III  , and  comprise  Scarlet  Fever  25  ; Diptheria  5 ; 
Erysipelas  2;  Puerperal  Fever  1 ; Enteric  Fever  2.  Of  these  17 
were  removed  to  Baguley  Sanatorium,  one  of  the  cases  proving 
fatal  whilst  in  that  institution  The  case  of  Puerperal  Septicaemia 
treated  at  home  was  fatal  also.  Of  the  voluntarily  notifiable  dis- 
eases three  cases  of  Measles  only  were  reported.  One  other 
fatal  case  came  to  my  notice  through  the  Registrar’s  return.  No 
cases  of  Chicken-pox  have  been  notified  and  for  all  practical  pur- 
poses of  supervision  notification  is  not  observed. 

Comparing  these  figures  with  those  of  last  year  the  cases 
of  Diphtheria  are  less  by  four  and  Enteric  by  one.  Scarlet  Fever 
has  an  increase  of  two,  Erysipelas  an  increase  ol  one  and  Puer- 
peral Septicaemia  one. 

Scarlet  Fever  has  existed  throughout  the  year  with  the 
solitary  exception  of  the  month  of  February.  September  had  the 
greatest  number  of  cases,  viz  : 6,  whilst  March,  July  and  October 
had  three  each ; June,  November  and  December  two  each,  one 
case  only  occurring  in  each  of  the  remaining  months  of  the  year. 
The  cases  were  distributed  over  Avon  and  Grove  Roads,  five  each ; 


7 


Bancroft,  Broomfield,  Hawthorn  and  Stamford  Park  Roads,  two 
each ; Ashley,  Appleton,  Finchley,  Hale  and  Victoria  Roads  and 
Lisson  Grove,  one  each.  Fifteen  of  the  reported  cases  were 
removed  to  Baguley  Sanatorium. 


Diphtheria  did  not  make  its  appearance  till  the  end  of 
March,  a solitary  case  then  arising  in  Queen’s  Road.  Entire 
freedom  from  this  disease  then  existed  till  the  middle  of  October 
when  a case  occurred  in  Ashley  Road,  two  cases  occurred  in  the 
middle  of  November  in  Warwick  Drive  and  Park  Road  respect- 
ively, whilst  the  last  case  during  the  year  occurred  late  in 
December  in  Cedar  Road.  Evidently  the  cases  had  separate 
sources  of  origin. 

Of  Enteric  Fever  the  two  cases  reported  were  children  of 
12  and  3 years  respectively  and  did  not  present  any  special 
features  for  remark.  The  diagnosis  was  not  confirmed  bacterio- 
logically. 


Erysipelas,  which  comes  under  the  category  of  compul- 
sorarily  notifiable  infectious  diseases,  was  responsible  for  two 
cases,  both  mild  ones,  occurring  in  adults  over  50  years.  They 
were  probably  cases  of  Erythema  rather  than  true  Erysipelas. 


The  solitary  case  of  Puerperal  Septicaemia,  as  already 
stated,  proved  fatal. 

Measles,  taking  the  form  of  a sharp  outbreak  of  this  dis- 
ease in  the  Halebarns  area,  necessitated  the  closing  of  the  schools. 
This  was  effective  in  curtailing  it.  Notwithstanding  this  only 
three  informal  intimations  reached  me  during  the  year.  Cases 
elsewhere  in  the  district  were  not  reported.  One  fatal  case  oc- 
curred and  its  existence  was  only  discovered  by  the  Registrar’s 
return  of  the  death,  as  previously  mentioned. 
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Chickenpox  has  not  been  in  evidence  during'  the  year. 

It  is  abundantly  evident  that  until  some  payment  is  made 
for  notification  of  these  diseases  of  Measles  and  Chickenpox,  cases 
will  not  be  reported,  and  it  is  useless  my  reiterating  year  after 
year  the  necessity  for  this  if  you  are  not  prepared  to  act  upon  it. 
I am  aware  the  initial  difficulty  lies  at  the  door  of  the  contiguous 
authority  of  Bucklow  which  by  its  refusal  to  entertain  the  sug- 
gestion of  its  own  Medical  of  Officer  Health,  on  this  head,  sets  a 
premium  on  default  both  within  its  own  borders  and  elsewhere. 
It  would  not  be  difficult  to  devise  a working  scheme  at  little  cost 
to  the  ratepayers  and  applicable  to  adjacent  authorities  generally. 


Smallpox  existed  earlier  in  the  year  in  areas  not  far 
removed  from  your  own,  and  exposure  of  two  residents  of  Hale  to 
cases  outside  it  were  reported.  These  were  visited,  inspected, 
and  preventive  measures  taken. 

Other  acute  infectious  diseases  do  not  call  for  special 
mention.  I would  again  point  out  however  the  desirability  of  en- 
couraging notification  of  suspected  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
by  paying  for  them,  particularly  in  diphtheria. 

From  the  preceding  remarks  it  is  evident  the  district  has 
been  free  from  epidemic  invasion  excepting  the  local  outbreak  of 
Measles,  six  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  being  the  highest  number  of 
any  Zymotic  diseases  occurring  in  any  particular  month. 

It  is  not  out  of  place  for  me  at  this  point  to  again  urge  up- 
on your  attention  the  pressing  need  for  discontinuance  of  privy 
ashpits  whenever  and  wherever  possible.  The  depositing  of 
liquid  sewage  upon  the  roadway,  which  inevitably  occurs  when 
emptying  these,  is  an  ever  present  danger  that  particularly 
impressed  me  during  the  recent  frost-bound  state  of  the  macadam. 
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Conferences  of  Sanitary  Authorities  have  been  held  during 
the  year  but  your  Council  has  not  been  represented  at  them. 
This  is  much  to  be  regretted  and  will  if  persisted  in  eventually 
result  in  retrogression  in  your  methods  of  working.  The  reason 
for  this  1 have  pointed  out  in  previous  reports. 

A Conference  of  Urban  District  Councils  was  held  at  Bux- 
ton in  the  summer,  at  which  your  Council  was  represented.  The 
suggestion  made  by  myself  from  time  to  time  relative  to  the 
carrying  of  soiled  linen  by  milk  vendors  and  advocating  legisla- 
tion at  the  instance  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  was  embodied 
in  a paper  read  by  your  Clerk,  and  unanimously  adopted  by  the 
Conference. 

A Conference,  called  by  the  County  Council  to  consider 
the  provisions  of  the  Midwife’s  Act  and  its  effective  working, 
was  held  at  Crewe.  Your  Council  was  represented  by  the  Clerk 
and  myself  and  the  resolution  of  the  Hale  Council,  as  amplified  and 
presented  by  your  Clerk  to  the  Conference,  was  adopted,  as  were 
also  some  suggestions  of  my  own.  It  was  decided  for  several 
reasons  that  Medical  Officers  of  Health  to  the  several  Local 
Authorities  throughout  the  County  could  best  administer  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  each  in  his  own  district,  and  working  in 
conjunction  with  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  but  inde- 
pendently of  the  Local  Authority.  Accordingly  the  supervision 
for  Hale  is  vested  in  myself. 


General  Remarks. 

The  Urban  District  of  Hale  has  continued  its  steady  pro- 
gressive developement.  At  the  middle  of  the  past  year  the 
number  of  inhabited  houses  was  1337  which  gives  an  increase  of 
93  since  the  middle  of  1903.  Calculated  in  the  same  proportion 
per  house,  as  shewn  at  the  census  of  1901,  the  resultant  population 
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at  the  middle  of  the  year  1904  is  6333  or  an  increase  of  440  per- 
sons. In  :he  same  ratio  the  population  at  the  end  of  the  year 
is  6553. 


Water  and  Gas  Supplies. 

The  Water  Supply  of  the  district  during  the  year  has  con- 
tinued satisfactory  : the  advisability  of  regular  flushing  of  the 
mains  should  not  be  lost  sight  of  however. 

The  quality  of  the  Gas  supplied  has  somewhat  improved 
since  my  last  report,  but  only  to  a limited  extent.  There  is  plenty 
of  room  for  further  improvement  in  its  quality. 


Roads  and  Footpaths. 

My  remarks  of  last  year  anent  the  necessity  of  better  sup- 
ervision of  the  work  of  cleansing  these,  in  my  opinion,  still  obtains. 
Particularly  is  this  so  in  regard  to  Peel  Causeway,  Victoria  Road 
and  Broomfield  Lane,  and,  to  a less  degree,  the  smaller  roads 
leading  off  Hale  Road.  The  first-named  have,  at  times,  been 
decidedly  bad,  caused  largely  by  the  carting  of  spoil  by  the  Con- 
tractor and  other  heavy  traffic,  and  ought  therefore  to  be  partially 
temporary  in  duration.  This  could  be  met  by  more  frequent 
sweeping. 

Ashley,  Harrop  and  Warwick  Roads  are  now  in  a good 
state  both  as  to  the  roadway  and  sidepaths. 

In  the  construction  of  new  streets  and  roads  much  good 
work  has  been  done,  the  roads  to  the  north  of  Hale  Road  being 
either  completed  or  in  course  of  being  so,  with  the  exception  of 
Stamford  Park  Road,  the  sewering  of  which  has  necessarily  had 
to  await  the  completion  of  The  first  portion  of  the  contract.  This 
is  now  being  proceeded  with  and  ought  to  be  urgently  pressed 
forward — as  pointed  out  in  my  report  of  a year  ago,  since  when 
the  necessity  for  it  has  greatly  increased. 


Cecil  Road  is  receiving  your  attention  and  Ollerbarrow 
Road  should  do  so  as  soon  as  feasible. 


House  Accommodation. 

Especially  of  the  better  class  cottage  variety  has  continued 
to  improve  in  both  quantity  and  kind. 


Sewers  and  Sewerage. 

My  remarks  of  last  year  with  regard  to  these  hold 
good  in  their  entirety  and  I have  nothing  to  add  in  respect  thereof. 
The  practice  of  holding  the  Sanitary  and  the  Sewers  and  Sewer- 
age Committee  concurrently  does  not  commend  itself  to  me.  and  I 
hope  thit  the  arrangement  will  be  reconsidered  at  the  end  of  its 
twelve  months’  trial.  I am  glad  to  report  the  alteration  to  and 
the  removal  of  the  insanitary  privies  from  the  outbuildings  of 
Halebarns  Schools  and  the  substitution  of  water-closets;  also 
the  re-flooring  and  improved  ventilation  of  the  schools. 


Disinfection. 

The  use  of  formalin  gas  for  this  pupose  is  still  the  one 
in  use  and  I see  no  objection  to  its  continuance.  The  provisions 
existing  for  the  disinfection  of  bedding  and  other  bulky  materials 
is  that  provided  by  the  Altrincham  Authorities  upon  payment. 
The  recent  Inquiry  by  the  Local  Government  Board  into  the  in- 
tention of  the  Bucklow  Joint  Hospital  Board  to  erect  complete 
Disinfection  Premises  and  Appliances  on  Hale  Moss,  if  approved 
and  carried  out,  will  greatly  add  to  Hale’s  facilities  in  this  respect 
and  is  to  be  welcomed. 
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Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901 

As  previously  pointed  out  the  administration  of  this  Act 
is  compulsory  upon  every  District  Council  since  it  came  into  force 
on  January  1st,  1902.  The  Act  makes  it  obligatory  upon  every 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  report  specifically  upon  the  admin- 
istration of  the  Act  by  his  Council.  In  discharging  this  duty  I 
am  confined  to  the  Council’s  action  with  regard  to  the  bakehouses 
inspected  and  reported  upon  last  year.  Those  underground  are 
closed  permanently,  in  the  one  case  by  the  substitution  and  alter- 
ation of  other  above  ground  premises,  whilst  the  structural  alter- 
ations called  for  in  the  third  have  been  almost  completed,  after 
which  it  would  be  as  well  for  the  Sub-Committee  appointed  for 
the  purpose  to  make  an  inspection.  I would  point  out  however 
that  the  Act  is  intended  to  include  small  workshops,  milliners, 
bootmakers,  bottle-washing,  etc..,  where  work  may  or  often  is 
done  at  home,  and  as  such,  require  your  attention. 


Offensive  Trades,  etc. 

These  being  practically  non-existent  in  Hale  do  not  call 
for  comment. 


Gentlemen,  whilst  the  foregoing  report  does  not  present 
the  improvement  in  detail  which  characterized  its  predecessors, 
still  the  percentages  show  a very  commendable  state  of  affairs 
which  will  bear  criticism  and  commends  Hale  for  residential 
purposes. 

I am, 

Obediently  yours, 

C.  W.  JONES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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TABLE  III. 

Hale  Urban  District. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during 
the  Year  1904. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE 

Cases  Notified  in  Whole  District, 

Total 
Cases 
notified 
in  each 
Locality. 

No.  of 
Cases  re- 
moved to 
Hospital 
in  each 
Locality. 

At  all 
Ages 

At  Ages — Years. 

.Under 

1 

1 to  5 

5 to  15 

15  to  25 

25  to  65 

| 65  and 
up- 
wards. 

Small-pox 

Cholera 

Diphtheria 

5 

I 

I 

I 

2 

5 

2 

Membranous  croup 

Erysipelas 

2 

2 

2 

Scarlet  fever 

25 

7 

15 

2 

I 

25 

15 

Typhus  fever  

Enteric  fever 

2 

1 

I 

2 

Relapsing  fever 

Continued  fever 

Puerperal  fever 

1 

I 

1 

Plague  

1 

Totals j 

35 

1 

9 i 

17 

3 

6 

35  | 

17 

VOLUNTARY  NOTIFICATIONS 

Measles 3 ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


ISOLATION  HOSPITAL— Baguley  Sanatorium. 


TABLE  IV. 


Hale  Urban  District. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death 
during  year  1904. 


Deaths  in  or  belonging  to  Whole  Distkict 
at  Subjoined  Ages. 

Total 
Deaths  in 
Public 
Institu- 
tions in 
the 

District. 

Causes  of  Death. 

All 

Ages  | 

Under 

1 year 

1 and 
under 

5 

5 and 
under 
15 

15  and 
under 
25 

25  and  , 
under 
65 

65  and 
up- 
wards. 

Small-pox 

Measles 

3 

I 

2 

Scarlet  fever 

i 

I 

Whooping-cough 

2 

I 

I 

i 

Diphtheria  and  membran- 
ous croup  

Croup  

C Typhus 

Fever  j Enteric 

::: 

... 

... 

(Other  continued 

Epidemic  influenza 

I 

I 

... 

Cholera 

Plague  

'... 

Diarrhoea 

I 

I 

Enteritis 

2 

2 

Puerperal  Fever.... 

I 

i 

Erysipelas 

.Other  septic  diseases 

I 

I 

Phthisis 

4 

I 

3 

Other  tubercular  diseases 

I 

I 

Cancer  malignant  disease 

3 

3 

Bronchitis 

3 

2 

. . . 

I 

Pneumonia  

6 

I 

2 

2 

I 

Pleurisy 

Other  diseases  of  Respir- 
atory organs 

... 

Alcoholism  1 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  j " 

Venereal  disease 

Premature  birth 

... 

Diseases  and  accidents 
. of  parturition 

... 

Heart  diseases 

2 

2 

Accidents 

... 

Suicides 

Brain  disease  

4 

4 

All  other  causes 

12 

I 

1 

3 

7 

All  causes 

47 

8 

1 6 

2 

4 

12 

15 

7 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT. 


Summary  of  cuork  carried  out  under  the  Instructions 
of  the  Council  and  the  medical  Officer  during  the 
year  ending  31st  December,  1904. 


i. 


2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 


Number  of  Inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  222 

Disinfections  after  Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

,,  ,,  Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

„ „ Puerperal  Fever  ...  ...  ...  1 

„ ,,  Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Exposure  to  Small-pox  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Drainage  amended  and  made  sanitary  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  Ashpits  and  Privy  Ashpits  amended...  ...  7 

Overcrowding  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Insanitary  Deposits  of  Garbage,  & c.,  removed  ...  ...  2 

Insanitary  Water-courses  cleaned  out  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  Ashpits,  &c.,  emptied...  ...  ...  ...  4003 

„ „ inspected  ...  ...  ...  3902 

,,  Loads  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1329 

Nuisances  from  Stagnant  Waters  abated  2 


Inspected  the  Farms  at  which  nuisances  were  found  the 
previous  year  to  exist,  and  found  them  greatly  im- 
proved but  not  quite  satisfactory — pointed  out  the 
defeCts 

Inspection  of  Premises  under  the  FaCtory  and  Work- 
shop ACt,  1901,  as  per  detailed  list  affixed  hereunto  15 

( Signed ) THOS.  BLAGBURN, 

Sanitary  Inspector, 

February , 1904. 
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